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For someone overseeing a superyacht’s 
first scheduled service check, Rik Dyson, skipper of 
Antares III, looks far too relaxed. His demeanour follows 
three months of successful cruising in the South 
Pacific, on a yacht designed and built for functionality 
and based on simple concepts. The simplicity, he 
believes, is reflected in the short worklist.

Such attributes are further endorsement for the 
team at Yachting Developments in Auckland, New 
Zealand. The yard completed the composite 
construction of Antares III, which launched in May last 
year, after a contracted build time of fewer than 400 
days, almost half the industry standard time for a 
similar-sized vessel of this quality (around 700 days).

Yachting Developments had recently launched the 
37-metre, Dubois-designed Bliss when she caught the 
eye of project manager Patrick Yeoward. He got in touch 
and invited the managing director of Yachting 
Developments Ian Cook to meet the owner he 
represented in the UK – the following day. Cook caught 
a flight out that evening, made the meeting, and signed 
the deal to build Antares III.

Despite being her owner’s third superyacht from 
Dixon Yacht Design, Antares III has ten metres fewer on 

her overall length than her 40-metre predecessor, 
Antares II (or Antares of Grand Cayman). She embodies 
the owner’s vision for a yacht with four crew, allowing a 
friendly, personal atmosphere on board. 

As an adventurous spirit, conservationist and keen 
diver, the owner enjoys his yacht’s nimbleness in 
sneaking into tight spots that might be inaccessible to 
larger yachts. “The boss likes to get tucked in as close 
as we can,” Rik says. “He wants that bit of turquoise 
water, not the darker blue stuff out there, so I get a real 
kick out of trying to weave our way in.”

The twin helm stations are close to the main cockpit 
seating, sheltered by a soft bimini, so the guests can 
share in the concentration as the skipper seeks the 
perfect anchorage. At such times, the helm’s screens 
display the Simrad GPS chart plotter, the Google Earth 
view and that of the remote-controlled masthead 
camera to watch for coral heads. A crew with binoculars 
and radio is also up the mast, and another crew in a 
tender is taking depths 20m ahead of Antares III’s bow 
as she creeps in.

The helm features Yachting Developments’ 
two-speed, direct quadrant steering, which gives the 
helmsman an immediate feel for the yacht’s rudder. 

Previous pages: Antares III 
en route between Auckland, 

and Fiji – note the staysail 
ready to go on the foredeck. 

Above: The owner often 
takes the helm, so the twin 

helm stations are within 
easy conversation distance 

of the main cockpit. 
Left: The port side of the 

upper salon provides 
all-round views for casual 

seating. The windows to the 
cockpit open, allowing easy 

flow of conversation 
between the two areas.

Right: The internal 
navigation station in the 
upper salon doubles as  

a bar.

With a FrIendLy, personal 
atmosphere she embodies the 

owner’s vIsIon 
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Left: The arch takes the 
mainsheet, keeping the 
cockpit well clear for guests 
and crew. 
Above: The hydraulic 
transom lowers to become 
a swimming platform, ideal 
for tender passengers.

Both helm stations include rudder-angle indicators and 
the controls for bow thruster and stern thrusters, giving 
the skipper excellent control. “Once you’re in the right 
spot, it pays off,” Rik says. “But sometimes I’ve got to 
get out with my tail between my legs!”

Antares III cruised Fiji and New Caledonia from 
October 2011 to January this year, after commissioning 
trials in New Zealand. Having cleared the Three Kings 
Islands at the top of New Zealand, she tracked well to 
the west to avoid three low weather systems. Rik says 
the detour added a day to her delivery to Fiji but in fair 
conditions rather than foul.

Antares III’s sailplan presents an upwind area of 
453m² and a downwind area of 800m². On delivery, the 
removable staysail is always rigged. “We reef early,” says 
Rik. “She doesn’t need much to get going, especially in 
light airs.” Reefing is simple, thanks to the in-boom 
furling of the keel-stepped, carbon-fibre Southern 
Spars mast. The mainsail is reefed at night. The mast 
features EC6 rigging to reduce weight aloft, which aids 
performance and minimises rolling at anchor. 

The delivery included a day’s motoring; under power, 
Antares III cruises at 11 knots with a range of 3,600nm. 
As Antares III motored in windless conditions towards 

Norfolk Island, a pod of dolphins rode the bow wave and 
stayed close while the crew anchored. The yacht’s new 
friends seemed impatient to be under way again, Rik 
says. “It was as though the dolphins were looking up at 
us, saying, ‘Well? Come on’.” The dolphins played at the 
bow again as Norfolk Island fell astern.

As captain, Rik appreciates the relative simplicity of 
Antares III: “So many boats these days have a button to 
set the toast – hydraulic this or electric that. I find it 
refreshing to be able to take things back a little bit. It’s a 
monitored rather than controlled boat, and you don’t 
need to be a computer engineer to figure out how to 
use the monitoring systems in the galley and the 
engineroom. I’m not reliant on a computer to open a 
hatch or window, or pull up the sails.”

The owner and guests joined Antares III at Nadi, Fiji, 
before she set sail to explore the Yasawa island chain.  
“I would call the local dive shops and get a guide to 
come out,” says Rik. “The owner has dived a lot around 
the world so it was really special to see the smile on his 
face when he came out of the water. More often than 
not, he’d seen something he’d never seen before.”

The area is known for manta rays, which appeared 
often. Savusavu and Taveuni, to the north, offer some of 

The owner enjoys his yacht’s 
nImbLeness in sneaking 

into inaccessible sPoTs 
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Above: The lower salon is 
welcoming with seating and 

a coffee table that 
transforms into a larger 
table for formal dining. 

Right: The stairway in the 
master cabin is also an 

emergency exit. The hatch 
to starboard lets in natural 

light and preserves the 
symmetry on deck. 

Below, from left: The 
timber hand-crafted 
hallway leads to the 

owner’s cabin; carefully 
selected natural granite is 

used throughout the suites; 
the port guest cabin is a 

twin with hidden pullman.

Fiji’s finest scenery above and below the water and the 
owner and guests visited isolated Fijian villages there. 
Following local protocol, Rik went ashore with bundles 
of kava root bought from the market, to participate in 
the kava ceremony. “Every village is different,” Rik says. 
“In one area we visited, the whole village got involved: 
the kids, the mamas, the chief. They did this dance in 
front of the owner with the war hammers, pulling faces.”

The owner’s concept for a performance yacht with 
comfortable spaces was already well-proven on Antares 
II and scaled down for Antares III. The large aft cockpit 
and steps leading to the swimming platform are ideal 
when kitting up for a dive. From the aft cockpit, the 
main cockpit is forward and one step lower; the upper 
salon, another step lower, keeps the pilothouse profile 
low. The main cockpit upper salon entrance and 
windows provide easy flow from outdoor to indoor, 
where the Rhoades Young-designed interior exudes its 
warm, uncluttered charm.

“I love the layout,” Rik says. “It’s extremely well 
balanced, and the owner loves it too, which is what it’s 
all about.” From inside, the split-level pilothouse is a 
dramatic architectural feature that swoops forward 
over both levels of the salon. Daylight bathes the 

informal seating in the upper salon and formal dining in 
the lower salon. Through the pilothouse windows, the 
mast and its rigging are a majestic, geometric stretch 
for the sky.

But even that view might take a supporting role to 
the fare prepared by Antares III’s chef, Emma, Rik’s 
fiancée. She purchases food for the galley from the 
local markets. “We found Fiji quite difficult but we knew 
what to expect,” Rik says. “New Caledonia was a breath 
of fresh air, with French flavours and everything there, 
although for three times the price, obviously! Guests 
love the food, which makes my job easy. There are 
times where you plan out your day – two hours here, 
quick sail to there, do lunch – but things don’t go to 
plan. When that happens, I rely on Emma to bring out 
some amazing food and it makes the day.”

While the owner thought Fiji was wonderful, his 
favourite place was French-governed New Caledonia. 
“We found some fantastic spots,” Rik says. “You go into 
this lagoon and tuck in, surrounded by big swells rolling 
outside, and as long as the wind isn’t around, you drop 
the pick off a reef and just hang there.” 

Small wonder he looks so relaxed aboard a yacht 
where relaxing is top of the agenda.  SyW

The FLoWIng interior of 
the yacht exudes warm, 
unCLuTTered charm
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SPECIFICATIONS
Length 30.00m (98ft 5in)
Beam 7.35m (24ft 1in)
Draught 3.85m (12ft 7in)
Berths Guests: 6. Crew: 4
Hull/superstructure Composite, 
E-glass, carbon fibre, epoxy
Displacement 99.6 tonnes
Engine Single 331 KW (450hp) Scania 
D1-12 59M
Fuel capacity 8,250 litres
Fresh water capacity 2,700 litres
Naval architect Dixon Yacht Design
Interior design Rhoades Young
Owner’s representative  
Patrick Yeoward
Class GL/✠100A5 RSA
Compliancy MCA LY2

SAIL AREAS
Upwind 453m²
Reaching 554m²
Downwind 800m2

Sailmaker North Sails

BUILDER
Yachting Developments,  
Buckley Avenue, Hobsonville Air Base, 
Auckland, New Zealand.  
Tel: +64 (0)9 417 0060. 
Email:  
info@yachtingdevelopments.co.nz  
Website:  
www.yachtingdevelopments.co.nz

The sPeCs 
 Antares III

“I love the WeLL 
bALAnCed layout 
and the owner does too”

SOLE: The level lowers, one step 
at a time, from aft cockpit to 
main cockpit to upper salon. 

COCKPIT ARCH: The mainsheet 
traveller is here. The soft bimini 

can be removed.

MAST: Made of carbon fibre, it 
aids the yacht’s performance 
and stability at anchor.

HULL: A Kevlar outer skin to 
give the yacht maximum 
protection from impact.

STAYSAIL: Hydraulically 
tensioned, the luff can be 
removed for light airs sailing.

RUDDER: With non-assisted 
steering, it gives the 

helmsman direct control. 

CREW qUARTERS: With only 
three to four crew required, 
there is plenty of room.

PILOTHOUSE: Makes a 
dramatic statement over the 
salons, adding natural light.

LOWER SALON: Formal 
dining to starboard and an 
entertainment area to port.

ENGINEROOM: With full 
headroom, it is situated 
under the upper salon. 

GUEST CABINS: Forward of 
the owner’s, separated by an 
attractively crafted hallway.

TWIN HATCHES: An exit and 
a hatch providing natural 
light to the main stateroom.
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