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A classic 48-metre sloop that’s the result of the magical 

alchemy between Hoek Design, Rhoades Young Design 

and Royal Huisman. Perfect for both relaxing cruising and 

showing how it’s done at gentleman regattas

[ MEGASAILER ]
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and out. Wisp’s deck is clean and uncluttered with plenty of 

classic features, not least a striking sheer, spoon bow, traditional 

counter stern and two subtle yet sleek deckhouses. Teak reigns 

supreme on deck underscoring the myriad subtle details that 

make this megasailer so luxurious. Guest comfort was a major 

focus with a large cockpit forward of the helm station. The crew 

cockpit is forward of the main mast complete with a convertible 

Above and right, Wisp’s clean 

uncluttered deck abounds 

with classic features, not 

least a striking sheer, spoon 

bow, traditional counter stern 

and two subtle yet sleek 

deckhouses

car-style retractable dodger, protective coamings, storage and 

direct access below to the dinette. While it is, naturally enough, 

predominantly a working area, it also provides somewhere for 

crew and staff to relax during downtime. The owner is a great 

believe in the “Happy crew, happy boat” philosophy and has 

rewarded his people with comfortable quarters and a convenient, 

user-friendly working environment.  

Wisp’s modern classic stile interiors are a triumph of elegance, 

offering generous, comfortable accommodations to six guests in 

three en suite staterooms in addition to the owner’ suite. Rhoades 

Young did not hold back on its brief to create bright, airy spaces 

in which the owner would always feel at home as he cruised 

around the world. He wanted a relaxed and happy ambience 

with an interior that reflected the classic grace of the exterior 

he majestic 48-metre megasailer Wisp is a note-perfect symphony 

of the finest creative minds and brilliant craftsmanship. Penned 

by Hoek Design and Rhoades Young Design and built by Royal 

Huisman, she is a classic sloop to deliver both chilled-out family 

cruising and the necessary goods at gentlemen regattas. Wisp’s 

lines are those of a traditional sailing yacht yet beneath her retro 

skin, she is very much a modern girl, starting with an Alustar 

hull that keeps her displacement light yet also makes her very 

stable. A cutter rig, moderate underbody, carbon composite spars 

from Rondal, EC6 and Carbo-Link hybrid rigging and efficient 

sail handling system all combine too to guarantee impressive 

performance and sea-holding from this easy-to-handle yacht. 

From a design perspective, the two studios formed a superb 

partnership that has produced harmony from stem to stern, inside 
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styling. The a light oak used inside has been stained 

a soft, honey amber and was inspired by the owner’s 

favourite room at home. Its natural grain has a subtle, 

continuous  flow that lends a soothing calmness to 

the interior. Bright Murano glass vases have been 

converted to lamps and are used with luxury fabrics 

in vibrant fresh greens, burnt oranges and duck egg 

blue to create a contrast with dark wengé inlays too. 

The owner’s passion for travel is referenced also with 

oriental additions such as the soft wool Japanese 

Tatami carpeting. A unique layering effect has been 

created in the interiors with each room essentially 

complete in its own right but then opening into the 

next, creating stunning sight lines through the various 

deck levels and linking the interior and exterior. The 

result is magical. 

The owner’s suite is a perfect example of this layering 

effect. The full-beam cabin has various Japanese shoji 

screens which allow a gentle, suffused light filter in.  

When the double doors on the portside are slid aside 

a generous bathroom with light green Costa Smeralda 

marble basins and bathtub and a separate shower and 

WC are revealed. The space develops further when 

the curved aft doors are slid into their pockets to 

reveal a beautiful dome-ceilinged rotunda that leads 

to the owner’s library to port and walk-in closet to 

starboard. A staircase sweeps aft raising the eye to the 

owner’s aft deckhouse that connects to their private 

cockpit.  This layout is a complete departure from the 

norm for this particular kind of yacht. 

Such meticulous detailing guarantees that the essence 

of the owner runs like a thread right through the yacht 

with even the artwork commissioned to complement 

the yacht’s palette and turning Wisp herself into the 

real masterpiece. 

www.royalhuisman.com

Wisp is clothed in retro lines (left) but is, in reality, 

a very modern lady, starting with her Alustar 

aluminium hull. Opposite page: the dining room 

(top) and the living room (bottom). Her chilled-out 

interiors were created to ensure that the owner 

feels as relaxed as in his own home
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The owner’s private cockpit 

leads directly into the master 

suite. The ideal spot to enjoy 

some all-too-precious alone 

time or, equally, a cosy, 

intimate viewing point to 

share with company
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The owner and I visited a number of the Netherlands’ leading 

shipyards. We narrowed our short list down to two serious 

contenders and eventually selected the Royal Huisman Shipyard. Price 

and build slot availability were important but, in the end, the yard’s 

reputation for quality won the day.

Initially, the owner had in mind a “spirit of tradition” sailing yacht and 

that idea probably crystallised when he saw a Hoek Design sailing in 

the Mediterranean. This traditional design has a timeless quality and 

beauty. There are several designers working in this style but arguably 

none as successfully as Hoek. Wisp is as modern as any recently-built 

sailing yacht. The challenge was to fit all of the equipment into this 

beautiful hull shape. A relatively narrow beam and long overhangs 

do not make this easy. Significantly, this hull shape gives a very 

comfortable ride even in the worst conditions which was particularly 

important to the owner and his family.

Externally Wisp is a thing of beauty from all angles. Her traditional 

looks and sparkling sailing performance are particularly pleasing. 

Rhoades Young worked closely with the owner to create a complement 

of spacious, luxurious guest accommodation areas. The colour scheme 

is light and bright, and the styling classical with a modern feel.

The owner’s clear vision influenced the project from start to finish. 

She really is the embodiment of his dream.

Owner rapresentative

Nigel S. Ingram 

The expansive central 

guest cockpit. Teak reigns 

supreme on deck where 

a gloss version highlights 

the meticulous detailing 

(opposite page) that makes 

this megasailer so luxurious
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Our job is to help our clients visualise the 

essence of what they want, challenge it 

with new ideas, then develop and enhance it. 

The owner didn’t want a “heavy” classic interior 

but was concerned that a modern interior would 

visually jar with the exterior. So we stripped back 

classic details to create something modern but 

with enough classic design language for the inside 

and outside to flow together.

The interior wood is a soft, honey amber oak 

inspired by the owner’s favourite room at home. 

Dark wengé inlays and quality fabric ranging 

from fresh, leafy greens to rich duck egg blues 

and burnt oranges, provide contrast. 

Spatially, the owner’s reference was his home – 

and motoryachts – but he also wanted the lowest, 

sleekest possible yacht. Although Wisp feels 

completely effortless, she is, in reality, an 

extremely complex 3D puzzle. 

We created an unusual open-plan interior 

layout designed in layers to reveal itself 

gradually. Below decks, the rooms feel 

resolved and complete, but then open onto 

other spaces, until finally all the layers are 

peeled back to reveal saloons and cabins 

with huge sight lines through the various 

deck levels, linking the interior and exterior. 

This concept is extremely effective in 

making spaces feel bigger - something we 

try to achieve on both an architectural 

and detail level. It is really important not 

only to have the “wow factor” at the top of 

the companionway but also a secondary 

and third level of detail that clients 

subconsciously feel as they relax and begin 

to appreciate the subtlety of it all. I love it 

when, two or three years later, clients 

say that they have only just noticed some 

small detail.

The most important thing is that the boat 

is a perfect fit for both the owner and his 

family. The owner was deeply involved 

at every level. Project Manager Nigel 

Ingram was in the thick of the technical 

development from the start, and the team - 

of which the owner was a pivotal part - was 

fantastic. I would describe Wisp as elegant, 

warm and jolly.

These pages feature the interior designs drawn up by the Rhoades Young Design team 

(below: left, Dick Young and Johnathan Rhoades; right, Andrew Willer) resulting 

in an unusual open-plan interior layout designed in layers to reveal itself gradually

The Interior Designer

Jonathan Rhoades 
Rhoades Young Design
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The Shipyard 

Alice Huisman, CEO

The harmony between the interior and 

exterior strikes me as being beautiful 

but unexpected. Typically, one might expect 

a raised and fielded panelled interior to 

match the classic exterior but with Wisp, we 

see a subtle inlay on beautiful honey-toned 

oak, handpicked for its quiet grain and 

consistent colour. 

Wisp is innovative simply because she 

adhered to tried-and-tested technical 

installations. Her owner was conscious of 

our ability to innovate, but challenged us 

with a “less is more” philosophy. In other 

words, to achieve what technical reductions 

we could without compromising fit, finish 

and amenity.

The owner was very involved and I like to 

think that we developed a friendship. When 

you build such a personal statement together 

you can’t help but become attached. Like all 

our projects, this was not an “us and them” 

situation. We, the designers and crew were a 

single team serving the owner’s interests. All 

went well, we met a client and sent away an 

ambassador.

The team could not have been better. We all 

had a single focus.

Wisp is job satisfaction in a nutshell, pure 

and simple. You only have to look at the 

details to realise what this design represents.  

The challenge is always to build on time and 

on budget when you know that no contract 

drawing can indicate the level of detail in 

the finished project. The devil really is in the 

detail as they say. 

Wisp, like all our yachts, represents our need 

to constantly improve on quality. That is our 

target.

The design philosophy was to develop a comfortable, safe and 

fast classic-looking ocean-going sailing yacht optimised to 21st 

century standards. She is stable, without excessive heel, and with 

extreme privacy for the owner, guests and crew alike. She will 

perform well in “Bucket” type races and be comfortable in heavy seas 

too. Her exterior lines were to be timeless and classic with a balanced 

sheer line and overhangs on her bow and stern. She has beautifully 

proportioned deckhouses, a private owner’s cockpit and a main one 

with ample seating and dining as well as a separate crew cockpit on the 

foredeck. Her classic styling with multiple deckhouses allowed us to 

create an owner’s stateroom with private deckhouse and cockpit. The 

former luxury hideaway is ideal as an office or for breakfasting 

or cocktails. Guests have plenty of privacy and deck spaces for hanging 

out and sunbathing. Wisp is laid out for racing too with a removable 

inner forestay for overlapping headsails. The hull, keel and rudder 

were all optimised by our office. The exterior joinery is exquisite 

with deckhouse edges featuring rich teak detailing, while the main 

helm station and steering wheels are works of art in their own right. 

The spars and rigging package are also custom-designed. Our office, 

Rhoades Young and Rondal all worked together on the furling boom 

styling to make it look like a Park Avenue. The hull has a countersunk 

gold cove stripe plus a slight recess typically seen in old classics, 

while the transom runs smoothly into the hull with a slight knuckle. 

My partner in Hoek Design, Ruurt Meulemans, also contributed 

considerably in the project: we actually created various study models 

to ensure the final product would look perfect. 

Wisp is a timelessly good-looking yacht built to extremely 

high standards and designed to perform well. She will turn heads 

wherever she goes. 

The Naval Architect

Andre Hoek 
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